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THE HONOUR OF VIRGINITY  

Literally, virginity is a state of being a virgin. A virgin is a person whether 

male or female who has never had sex. In biblical Israel, it was customary 

for a maiden to be married as a virgin. Back in the days, even in our 

culture, it was common place to find young maidens getting married as 

virgins. Keeping ones virginity is a thing of honour and it is rewarding. 

In scriptures, we find that when a damsel is married, the tokens of her 

virginity, that is, a cloth on which she was deflowered by her husband, 

obviously with blood stains due to the breakage of the hymen, is presented  

to the parents of the girl as a testimony that their daughter was met at 

home by the husband. Bible record indicates that the cloth was kept by 

the girl’s parent as a symbol of honour for the girl and her parents for her 

good upbringing, and also as an evidence just in case the husband hates 

her tomorrow and brings an occasion of false allegation against the girl 

that she was not a virgin when he married her. If the allegation is false, 

that is, the parent’s tenders the tokens of her virginity, the man is 

chastised and fined as much as a hundred shekels of silver as reparation 

for the false allegation made against the girls family. If the allegation is 

true, in which case there is no evidence of the tokens of her virginity, Moses 

Law prescribed that she should be stoned to death because she had played 

the whore (harlotry) in her fathers house before marriage (Deut. 22:13-21). 

So, it was a taboo not to be married as a virgin in Israel.  



The songs of Solomon gives us a clearer insight into the honour, dignity 

and reward of virginity. Speaking poetically, the Shulammite maiden 

relates to us a story of their little undeveloped sister and how they intend 

to treat her on the day of her marriage. The story continues that if their 

sister is found to be a wall, a palace of silver will be built upon her, but if 

a door, she would be enclosed in boards of cedars. Amazingly, she answers 

them that she is a wall, full developed, and had found favor, peace and 

blessing with her beloved (Songs of Solomon 8:9-10). Wall in the context 

of our discussion refers to someone who is firm, unyielding, chaste and 

pure whereas a door refers to someone who is flirtatious, gives in easily to 

pressure, sexual pressure. Remember that a wall is impassible and firm, 

but a door swings on hinges and can be opened or closed, you can pass 

through it. By way of application, the little undeveloped sister in the 

passage speaks of babes in Christ. So, it is not just a matter of boys and 

girls and sexual issues, but a reminder that part of our calling is to build 

up young immature believers and help them become firm places (walls) 

where God can build a thing of beauty on their lives. Paul’s concern for the 

brethren as recorded in Colossian.1:28-29 is particularly true on this 

matter. His remark “my little children of whom I travail in birth again, until 

Christ be formed in you” Gal. 4:19. That should be the heart cry and 

preoccupation of church leaders. Either way, whether a wall or a door, the 

goal for both sides remains maturity and usefulness (I Tim. 2:20-21). 

The two scenarios shows to us the honour and dignity of keeping yourself 

for your lawful married husband or wife whatever may be your status, 

whether you are a virgin or not, God now requires you to keep yourself 

pure. In as much as God expects you to be married as a virgin, he also 

experts you to be pure in spirit and in mind. Some people are virgins 

physically, that is, in body, but not in spirit and mind. This is because 



they expose themselves to unwholesome and sensual contents on the 

internet, social network sites, and elsewhere, which corrupts their minds 

and thoughts, and is a medium through which many contact evil spirits 

and are possessed (Rom. 12:1-2; Mtt. 5:18, 28). So, as a youth or teen, the 

things you watch, read, hear and touch has great effects  on your physical 

and spiritual health and purity (2 Cor. 6:14-17). God’s word enjoins us to 

glorify God in our body and spirit because they belong to God (1 Cor. 6:18-

20). 

Engaging in premarital sex or fornication and adultery, means 

overstepping God’s boundary for which sexual intercourse is to take place, 

and that attracts judgment (Heb.13:4). According to God’s design, sex is 

only pure and permitted under the marriage union (Gen. 2:24-25, 4:1). 

Solomon speaks of the virginity of his bride-the Shulammite maiden, as a 

garden enclosed, and the consummation of the marriage as the only means 

of entering the garden to enjoy its fruits (Sos. 4:12, 16; 5:1; Prov. 5:15-20). 

This is very instructive because sex is a covenant involving the joining of 

the flesh, soul and spirit of both partners (1 Cor. 6:16). There is exchange 

or virtues and life through fluids or blood and that has both physical and 

spiritual implications that is far reaching, and explains why many adults 

and even teens have mingled their spirit and many destiny contaminated 

because of promiscuous and unlawful sexual relations and many die 

untimely (I Cor.6:13-16; Prov. 6:26-29, 32-33). So, one can contact evil 

spirit and be afflicted by just having sex with someone you are not lawfully 

married to. Of course, you know that if you break an edge, a serpent will 

bite you (Eccle. 10:8). The same is also true of married couples that are 

promiscuous. Needless to talk about the unholy sexual practices of 

masturbation, homosexuality (lesbians and gay), bisexuality and the other 



lewd behaviours that are unclean, abominable and condemnable (Lev. 

18:22-23; Rom.1:24-32). 

The risk of contacting sexually transmitted infections and HIV-AIDS when 

you have sexual intercourse with someone you are not married to, who 

may be infected, should be of serious concern to you. More so, the danger 

of loosing your womb to poorly procured abortion resulting from premarital 

or extramarital sex can be frustrating throughout the life of the individual. 

While we agree that society is corrupt, and the value system messed up, it 

is good that we remind ourselves that keeping ones virginity is a bible 

culture, and as a christian, you must strive to keep yourself pure and 

undefiled. Virginity is an honour to God, your parents, yourself and your 

spouse. 

Parents must wake up in their responsibility of bringing up their children 

and wards in the fear and nurture of God, as well as giving appropriate 

guidance and counseling on sexuality and general morality instead of 

leaving them to be wrongly counseled by corrupt classmates in school. 

More so, parents must avoid situations that can expose their children to 

sex abuse and defilement, such as sending the girl child on errands at 

night and on lonely paths, abdicating their responsibilities to untrusted 

house helps, relations and neigbhours, naïve sentiments of letting their 

children do whatever pleases them, as well as condoning indecent and 

provocative dressing. Eli and Samuel rose to the top of their calling, but 

had just one problem, they did not take responsibility for their family. 

Their children were societal misfits (I Sam. 3:13; 8:3-5). So, don’t be too 

preoccupied with material things at the expense of instilling good morals 

in your children. 

 


